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3. The Church as Servant 
 
The servant model follows from the Church’s mission in the service of God’s reign, working toward a more 
caring, just, and peaceful world. Further, the reign of God demands the transformation of human reality; 
the Church must be an agent of this transformation. Our goal is to imitate Jesus, who even though he is 
called King and Lord, chose to come as a servant. All of his actions were colored by his desire to give his 
life in service. By doing so, he has redefined the word "reign" and given us a model for serving the poor 
and suffering. So we are also called to serve the poor alongside Christ, who chose to identify himself with 
the poor (see Catechism of the Catholic Church, 786). 
 
4. The Church as Community of Disciples 
 
The invitation to follow Jesus is an invitation into community. The Church is a community gathered around 
the person of Jesus Christ, where we are nourished, challenged, healed, in other words, made ready to 
be sent on mission in today’s world. The early Christians realized the importance of community, as 
evidenced in the Acts of the Apostles (2:42–47).  
 
There is ample evidence from Scripture that Church is a community of disciples—the words disciple and 
companionship occur over 250 times in the New Testament.  
 
Small Christian communities have greatly furthered the experience of the Church as a community of 
disciples. They have “enabled believers to develop a more profound union with God and one another. 
They have also been a means for renewing and expanding the Church. They offer greater hope than ever 
that Christians will deepen their love for God, for one another, and for all of creation…” 6 
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