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“Creating Ministerial Communities” from www.ParishLife.com 
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3. How to help the parish grow in understanding the meaning of Church 
 

• Encourage parishioners to become involved in social action, especially during the Lenten 
season. Recognize the challenge it is for individuals and small groups to become 
involved. Reduce their feelings of being overwhelmed by the magnitude of needs locally 
and worldwide by choosing only one focus for a particular Lent, for example participation 
in a Church organization such as Campaign for Human Development or Catholic Relief 
Services; in a Christian organization such as Habitat for Humanity; or in a civic group 
such as Amnesty International. Follow up participants’ experiences with debriefing 
sessions and faith sharing and praying upon Church as Herald and Servant. (To assist in 
these sharing sessions, consider downloading the workshop “People of God: Four 
Models of Church” from www.ParishLife.com or select an appropriate title from RENEW 
International’s IMPACT series of small community faith-sharing booklets on various social 
issues. Click on http://www.renewintl.org/Resources/Pages/faithshare.html) 

 
• Have a speaker come to the parish to conduct a five-to-six week study of the Church as 

Community of Disciples or Sacrament in the four gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, the 
Letters of St. Paul, or in the Documents of Vatican II, during Lent or in the fall. 

 
• Contact the parish or (arch)diocesan office to find out about regional or (arch)diocesan 

speakers, workshops, retreats, and courses on the Church. (We can publicize these 
locally and even offer to bring interested people with us to them.) 

 
• Have the parish staff recommend a popular Catholic book on the Church to be used as 

material for adult discussion groups either at the parish or in the homes of parishioners. 
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